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of :hu French frontier, and within 9 miles of Lille as the
crow dies, but considerably farther by road. The village
stands on the edge of a highly-cultivated tableland just
where it slopes down to the little stream of the Marcq.
To the north of the village and of the plateau where the
battle took place are some low-lying fields on to which
in a rainy season the waters of the little stream overflow.
Xorth-east lies the road to Tournai, and south-east of
it the prosperous village of Cysoing. South there flows
the Mareq among water-meadows and woods. It is a
site that seems formed by nature for a battle-ground.
In the centre of the open space there is a dip in the
ground, and near it goes the old Eoinan road from
Tournai, now little better than a track across the fields.
The soil is chalky, and modern draining has still left
swamps by the river bed. Southward are copses among
which flows the Marcq, and on the north, both by the
stream and by the little village of Gruson, the ground
falls and is thickly wooded.
Early on Sunday morning July 27, when they had
heard mass, the French moved out from Tournai.
Guerin rode southwards to reconnoitre. A professed
brother of the Hospitallers he had been, and long the
trusted councillor of the king. Strong in repressing the
immoral disciples of Amaury of Chartres, he was at
heart more of a knight than an ecclesiastic. To him
Philip had already in this war given important military
commissions, and he was now to be as much the chief
general as the king himself. As he rode southwards he
soon saw the advancing force of the allies, the infantry
in front as prepared for battle after the fashion of the
time, emerging from the marshes and cutting across to